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Thillai (now Chidambaram). They depend for their main-
tenance and the upkeep of the temple on public offerings,
and go about the country soliciting subscriptions, Like
various Malabar castes, the Dikshitars wear the kudumi
(top-knot) in the front of the head.
CHINGLEPUT (10,551), in the Chingleput district. The
town contains the Reformatory School, where the youthful
criminals of the Madras Presidency receive an excellent
industrial education. The old fort overlooks a picturesque
tank, two miles long by one mile broad. A cave outside
the town, originally constructed for a Buddhist hermit's
cell, has been converted into a Siva temple.
. CHITTOOR (10,893). The administrative head-quarters
of the North Arcot district, situated 990 feet above the sea.
The locality is celebrated for its mangoes, which flourish in
topes (groves or orchards) in the neighbourhood.
COCANADA (48,096). The administrative head-quarters
of the Godavari district, and the chief sea-port on the
Coromandel coast north of Madras.
COCHIN includes several distinct quarters. Of these,
British Cochin is situated on a strip of land between the
backwater and the sea, opposite the island of Vypeen.
The church, one of the oldest existing English churches
in India, contains many Portuguese and Dutch tombstones.
One of these bears the words VASCO DA..., but the armorial
bearings are not those of the Da Gama family. The native
quarter of Mattancheri adjoins British Cochin, and contains
within it Jew's Town, occupied by the black and white Jews.
Across the water is Ernakulam, the capital of the Cochin
State, which has a durbar hall, public offices, and many
institutions. The British Residency is on the island of
Balghotty, close to Ernakulam.
CoiMBATORE (53,080). The administrative head-
quarters of the Coimbatore district, situated 1300 feet
above the sea, between the Nilgiri and Anaimalai hills,